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I.— Foreicn POovirTIcs. 


The Darussallanat and Urdu Guile of the 20th April has the follow- 


ing :— 
Lord Cromer’s report on the ' Lord Cromer in the report which he has sub- 
—— mitted to the English Premier on the Soudan 


“on savs that the ill-treatment of the followers of the Mahdi was in 
re of the cause of Islam. lis Lordship has done splendid service to Islam, 
and therefore deserves our cordial thanks. His Lordship’s name ought to be 
-ecorded in the roll of the well-wishers of Islam. His Lordship ought to induce 
the British Government to offer similar treatment to the other enemies of Islam 
with whom the world is overcrowded. The fact is that the cruelty which was 
done in the Soudan campaign under the pretext of supporting the cause 
of Islam, would not be done by any other civilised nation under any excuse. 
Weare far fromsuspecting that the British Government had a hand in what 
was done in the Soudan. For in that case it would not have called for an expla- 
nation from Kitchener for the innocent blood shed by his troops. 


Il.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(4) —Police. 


2. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 16th April learns from a correspond 
ent that some Naga mendicants have established 
themselves on the Kara Malaker mdéth between the 
villages Joyer and Rameswarpur in the Panduah 
thana of the Hooghly district, and are extorting money from the passers-by. 
They committed similar oppression in Panduah, where they had put up for 
some time. They are in the habit of setting their dogs on anybody who 
refuses to pay them. ‘The chaukidars, whether through fear or for some other 
reason, take no notice of these men. 

3. The Dacca Prakash of = ser April writes as follows with reference 

| a to Mr. Bolton’s reply to the Hon’ble Babu Norendra 
we ee interpellation regarding the prevalence 
of dacoity in Bengal: — 

It appears from Mr. Bolton’s reply that the Government is not aware of 
the prevalence of dacoity in Dacca. ‘The appointment of Special Inspectors is 
not enough for putting down dacoity. Official pressure on the police may 
prevent theft in the houses of Magistrates, but the steps taken by the Govern- 
ment will not prevent theft and dacoity in the villages. 


Badmashes in the Hooghly dis- 
trict. 


(b)— Working «f the Courts. 


4. The Faridpur mine 7 the Phe April makes the insinuation that 
: abu Aumud Nath, Deputy Magistrate of Madaripur 
usa Magistrate of in the Faridpur distriot, fe sad bias, in he 
) _ of Babu I. C. Bose, an officer in the Accountant- 
eneral’s office, and his brother, who are zamindars of the Bandarkhola 
pargana in the Madaripur subdivision, in a case in which some men of the 
napcun vd Babus on the one part and the men of a talukdar, named Gayasuddin 
: a - gp on Dattapara, police-stati: m Bhanga, on the other, were called 
' aod oon ps a inl for keeping the peace, under section 107 of the Code 
ee rocedure. ‘'hirteen men belonging to Gayasuddin’s party have 
meee aly whilst on behalf of the zamindar Babus security has been 
ee Be - ony one or two servants and one or two raiyats The amount of 
rity in Gayasuddin’s case has been fixed at Rs. 400, whilst in the case 
O a zaminiars it has been fixed at only Rs. 300. 
< * regard to the same dispute between the same parties proceedings have 
oad en instituted under section 145 of the Code. In this case, too, the 
eputy Magistrate’s conduct savours of bias. For he has refused the prayer of 


Gayasuddin for the summoning of . : 
“. t . 
gation by the Deputy Masta. Bes ~ ig witnesses and for a local investi 
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5. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 18th April makes a strong protest against 
Unlawful collection of subscrip- the manner in which Babu Bagala Prasanna 
tions by a Deputy Magistrate. Majumdar, Deputy Magistrate of Patuakhali, in the 
Backergunge district, is raising subscriptions for constructing a pucka buildin 
for the local Entrance school and for the construction of water-works. Lists 
have been prepared giving the name of every raiyat in a mauza and the amount 
of the subscription he will have to pay. These lists have been forwarded to 
the village panchayats for realisation of the amounts mentioned therein, and 
the police have been instructed to help the panchayats, if necessary, in the 
work of collection. Does the Deputy Magistrate think that the panchayats will 
do this work gratis, and without taking from the raiyats something for 
themselves? ‘The action of the Deputy Magistrate is not only illegal, but is 
calculated to lead to much oppression and the making of an unfavourable 
impression regarding the Government in the minds of the illiterate raiyats, 
The bad harvest of last year in Patuakhali has made it extremely hard for the 
raiyats to pay the subscriptions asked for from them. 

6. The Mtavadi of the 21st April has the following :— 

The case of Maulvi F'azlal Karim was recently 
broug!it to the notice of Parliament, and in reply, 
the Secretary of State observed that the complaints against the Maulvi had 
been ascertained to be malicious and false. 

The Secretary of State’s reply has not surprised, but pained us. When 
our grievances have not been redressed by Sir John Woodburn, it is not likel 
that they will be redressed by Lord George Hamilton. ‘To tell the truth, no 
enquiry into the complaints against the Maulvi has been made either by the 
Lieutenant-Governor or by the Secretary of State. The report of the Com- 
missioner of the Dacca Division has been accepted as gospel truth. What he 
has said is true, what othe:s have said against the Maulvi is false and 
malicious! 

We have been hearing complaints against the Maulvi for a long time, and 
in our opinion, every word of these complaints is true. But the Maulvi is an 


Maulvi Fazlal Karim. 


adept in the art of fascinating ladies and deluding European officials, and’ 


complaints against him are ignored. The Maulvi has been found fault with in 
a Court of justice, and yet the Commissioner is trying his best to take his 
favourite subordinate under his wings. No one would have had any cause for 
complaint 1f the Maulvi had been tried and declared innocent by a public 
Court. But no enquiry worth the name has been made into the complaints 
against him. Only the farce of an enquiry has been enacted, which reflects 
great discredit not only upon the Commissioner of Dacca, but also upon the 
British administration, Hundreds of people are complaining against him, but 
the Commissioner is treating all the complaints as malicious and false. What 
an irony of fate! 

In spite of this nominal enquiry by the Government, we are bound to say 
that the authorities have, in this case, been guilty of undue partiality and 
favouritism. No further enquiry than what has been made by the Commis- 
sioner of Dacca was ever instituted into the complaint against the Maulvi, and 
his enquiry has been depended upon and held to be absolutely true. 

7. The Tripura Hitaishi of the 24th April complains of the conduct of Babu 

Babu Mahendra Nath Das, Mahendra Nath Das, Munsif of Kasba, in the 
Munsif of Kasba, Tippera district. The Munsif is an old man and 
cannot hear except through a trumpet. He loses his temper without any cause, 
and fines witnesses right and left if they 7ail to answer questions promptly. 
Witnesses are asked, as soon as they appear, how much they will be able to pay 
in the shape of fines. Within a short time Mahendra Babu has fined as many 
as ten witnesses and has summarily committed nine to the Sessions for perjury 
and forgery. His letters to the District Magistrate and the Government 
leader show that he has lost his head. In his last letter to the District Magis 
trate, he has prepared charges against the Government Pleader, the xs (0 
Magistrate, Mr. Ainsley, and the Subdivisional Officer of Brahmanberia, an has 
requested the Magistrate to keep a sharp eye upon them lest they decamp.- 
lhe Munsif is also causing the pleaders in his Court to fill up forms for the 
execution of decrees, and in a letter to the Munsif of Brahmanberia, has also 
ordered the pleaders in that Officer's Court to do the same. Cuuld impertinene 
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Babu has in one day rejected about a hundred cases 
aleve on a date. It is hoped that he will be transferred from 


Kasba. 
(d)—Educatvon. 


ivant 90th April has been somewhat reassured by the 

wating NET 7" wpe reply to Babu Surendranath Banerjee 

ee that it had no intention of introducing 4 aE ee 

inati i lace of the existing lower examinations. But so long as 

ie weve a ‘of e? " Titostot of Public Instruction in issuing the circulars 
referred to is not known, public anxiety will not be fully allayed. 

9, With reference to Mr. Finucane s reply to Babu Surendranath 

Banerjee’s interpellation regarding vernacular edu- 

Agricultural education in ¢gtion in Bengal, the Bangavasi of the 22nd April 

— writes that before introducing a revised system of 

acricultural education it should be considered how far a theoretical knowledge 

of agriculture is calculated to benefit the school-going children of Bengali 

agriculturists. Does a Gurudas Jana’s son who has passed the Middle English 
Scholarship examination know agriculture better than his father ? 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Munt-ipal Administration. 


10. The Basumati of the 20th April says that like the Famine Fund, 
Government included the road-cess also in the 
general revenues, and spent the proceeds of that 
cess at its own will without letting the public 
know anything about the manner of spending them. Sir Charles Elliott intend- 
ed to spend the Road cess Fund in water-supply in the municipalities. it was at 
that time that the persistent agitation of the Amrita Bazar Patrika led the 
Government to prepare and publish a balance sheet of the Road-cessfund. About 
the same time it admitted, in reply to a question asked by the Hon’ble Babu 
Ananda Mohan Bose, that the proceeds of the road-cess were being spent on 
other than its legitimate object. 

In 1879 Sir Ashley Eden directed that one-third of the total expenses 
incurred in the collection of the road and public works cesses should be paid 
by the Government and two-thirds by the District Boards, Subsequent 
Lieutenant-Governors, however, felt it hard to pay even one-third of the 


a In reply to the question of Babu Ananda Mohan Mr. Risley 
said :— 


Government’s treatment of the 
roadecess, 


(1) The Government promised to pay one-third of the total collection 
expenses of the two cesses. 


(2) In 1879-80 the total collection expense was Rs. 1,61,041. 
(3) Government paid Rs. 44,500 as its share of that expense. 


_ ‘This shows what an air of affected stupidity Government assumes when it 
is called upon to pay its dues. Was Rs. 44,500 one-third of Rs. 1,61,041 ? 
It is impossible to believe that the Financial Secretary to the Government 
made a mistake in making such a simple calculation, 

Irom this time Government decided to pay only Rs. 44,500 as the expense 
of collecting the public works cess, and so set at naught Sir Ashley Eden’s 
order to pay one-third of the total expenses, In 1895-96 the expense of 
collecting the P inka ager soeanees fe Rs. 2,87,186, but Government paid not 
a cowrie more than Rs. 4: thoug Ise 1 
aig ge Rs. 93,7 29, op eee tee ere prone h eget 

tis therefore clear that the figure in paragraph 3 of Mr. Risley’s rep! 
was not the result of a mistake. Rupees 14.500 ° 8 one-third of Rs. 161.04) 
but Government was determined not to pay more, and it still adheres to that 
amount. Justice could be done to the District Boards only by apportioning 
the cost of collection strictly according to the proceeds of the two cesses, one 
of which, the larger of the two, istaken by the Government and theother by the 
en if the cost had been equall 
But, as matters stand, the District Boards 
overnment even one-third of the total cost. From 


Boards. No one would have grumbled ey 
divided between the two parties. 
do not rec ive from the é 
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1879 to 1898 Government thus appropriated to its own use about Rs. 6,50 000 
from the Road-cess Fund. 

It was in 1879 that the Board of Revenue assigned one-third and not one. 
half of the cost of collection as Government’s share in consideration of 
circumstance that the Collector of the district and one of his Deputy Collectors 
have to give some portion of their time to road-cess work. The argument 
used by the Board is a dangerous one. Relying upon it, Government ma 
demand from the Road-cess Funda portion of the salaries of all Government 
servants from the Secretary of State down to the Deputy Collector. 

Admitted that Government can claim from the Road-cess Fund a portion of 
the salaries of all its officers who have to do any work in connection with 
that cess. But what right has the Government to spend road-cess money on 
education and the maintenance of Provincial roads? The officials may not be 
ashamed to spend money, which is collected solely with the object of supplying 
water to the villages and maintaining village roads, on other objects, but the 
writer feels ashamed of the Government’s conduct. Itis hoped that such 
misuse of the road-cess will be stopped in Lord Curzon’s time. 

Saksrvant, 11. <A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 20th April objects to the 
April 20th, 1899 arrangement obtaining in the Maulvi Bazar Local 
phe Health Oficershipot Maulv! Board in the Sylhet district in Assam under which 
azar in the Sylhet district. : : 
the Sub-Inspector of Schools of that place is em- 
ployed as the Board’s Health Officer on an extra allowance of Rs. 15 a month, 
An arrangement like this obtains in no other Local Board in the district, 
One officer cannot possibly discharge both the functions satisfactorily, and the 
sanitation of Maulvi Bazar is suffering in consequence. The officer, in fact, 
attends only to the sanitation of places in which schools and pathsalas are 
situated, whiist other places may be suffering much more intensely from 
scarcity of drinking-water and other sanitary wants. 
Arravant, 12. The Hitavadi of the 21st April writes as follows :— 
April 21st, 1899. : The violence of the plague is abating in 
Fi ele ites in the (Cglcutta, but still the authorities are in the throes 
of anxiety and have been led to commit mistakes. 
The Health Officer has already been given two Assistants, and it is proposed 
to give him two more. It has also been proposed to give the Chairman a 
a Personal Assistant. All these new Assistants are said to have been neces- 
sitated by the plague. But we do not approve of this increase of expenditure. 
The Calcutta Municipality is over head and ears in debt, and the rate-payers 
are badly off. The authorities, in our opinion, have been following a 
mistaken policy from beginning to end. The appointment of Assistant Health 
Officers and a Personal Assistant to the Chairman is not likely to remove the 
filth and dirt which are seen accumulating in many places in Calcutta. When 
Dr. Simpson was Health Officer, he used to devote the greatest portion of his 
time to bacteriological investigations. The sanitary condition of Calcutta can 
be improved only if the power of the Commissioners is increased, and the 
municipal staff are placed under their direct control. But the Government 1s 
going to increase the power of the municipal executive. Such a policy as this 
is sure to lead to undesirable consequences. Let not the municipal authorities 
increase municipal expenditure and let the municipal employés do their duty. 
No one can say that municipal mismangement is due to a paucity of highly- 
paid municipal officers. , 
PRATIVASI, 13. The Prativast of the 24th April complains of water scarcity 12 
April 24th, 1899, ce : _ Nutangram, a village near the Goghat police-station 
che ner ecarcity in a village in in the Hooghly district. All the tanks have dried 
ghiy district. ° 
up, and people have to walk a mile for water. 
is hoped that the attention of the District Board will be drawn to the matter. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


Basvwati, 14. The Basumati of the 20th April supports the scheme of @ central 
A __ railway station in Calcutta, because the establish- 
Ap ee entral Station ment of such a station near the business quarters 0 


F _ the city will enable middle-class people who serv’ 
in Offices to give up their town residences and dwell in the suburban village 
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is Wi vantageous to the middle-classes but benefit the villages 
a 7 pad be the utilisation of the Port Commissioners’ 
railwav line along the Strand and the Calcutta Municipality’s line along the 
Circular Road for the carriage of passengers. ‘he municipal line should be 
extended to Kalighat, and stations on both lines should be opened at convenient 
situations connected by an electric tram service with all parts of the town. 


ondent of the Hitavadi of the 21st April complains of the 
Ce appointment of Eurasian actor wi and ticket- 
collectors by = May oe = om of the 
Bengal State Railway. On the 9th April lust a gentleman was 
conden » the down vole No. 16. He was booked from the Bagula 
station for the Naihati station, His ticket was checked at Bagula. At the 
Arunghata station the ticket-checker again wanted to check his ticket, but he 
declined to show it to him, ashe was not then in his uniform. ‘“‘ D—n,” replied 
the ticket-checker, ‘‘just show me your ticket, otherwise I will prosecute 
you.” The passenger still declined to show his ticket to one who was not in 
railway uniform. At the Ranaghat station, the ticket-checker brought the 
matter to the notice of the guard, and with his help had the gentleman 
forcibly ejected from the compartment. The station-master repeatedly pro- 
tested against the conduct of the ticket-checker, but in vain. 


A railway complaint. 


16. The Tripura Hitatshi of the 24th April complains of water scarcity Trurura Hitaism, 


at the Akhaurha and other stations on the Assam- 

Complaints in connection with Bengal Railway. ‘The little water that is available 

sa ste ru ae is so foul that it is impossible to drink it. The 

railway line is not fenced, and cattle often trespass into the line and are killed 

by passing trains, This state of things should draw the attention of the Rail- 
way authorities. 


(h)— General, 


17. The Sanjivani of the 20th April has the following — 

There is no plague doctor’s zulm in Calcutta 
this year, nor any eulm on the railways. ‘There 
1S no oppression, and still the measures adopted for preventing the spread of the 
plague are being most efficiently carried out. Lately we travelled by rail from 
Calcutta to Baidyanath. At the Howrah Station we met a native plague 
doctor, a perfect gentleman, and a Eurasian lady doctor. They merely saw 
how the passengers were looking in the face and felt the pulse of only those 
whose appearance was such as to excite suspicion. All female passengers 
were examined by the lady doctor. Suspected male and female passengers 
were examined in two separate rooms. So far the arrangements are unobjec- 
tionable. But the greatest inconvenience is caused by the arrangement 
requiring all third and intermediate class passengers, wale and fernale, to pass 
through a narrow gateway. The hustling of hundreds of male and female 
passengers in one and the same narrow gate is anything but decent. But the 


blame for this bad arrangement rests, not with the Plague, but with the 
Railway, authorities. 


The appointment of a native doctor at Howrah has been most judicious. 
If a European or Eurasian doctor had been employed instead of a native, 
pecple would have, by this time, heard of many cases of oppression. 


_At Panduah, too, the examination was conducted by a most amiable 
native doctor assisted by a Eurasian lady doctor who seemed to be an equally 
good-natured person. _ The first, second and intermediate class passengers were 
examined in their carrtages, and it was only the third-class passengers who were 
made to alight from their carriages in order to be examined. Here there was 
nothing of the zulm which attended the examination at Khana last year. 


__Alighting at Baidyanath we were asked by a head-constable our name, 
residence, father’s name and destination. <A respectable native lady was 
travelling alone in the same compartment with us. And the only incivility we 
witnessed was the proposal of a constable at Baidyanath to take this lady to 
the Deoghur thana. but the Sub-Inspector of the Deoghur thana, who was in 
the station, told the constable not to do so. The police should beware of such 


rude conduct in future. Next day, at Baidyanath, we had a visit froma 


Plague examination on railways. 


HITAVADI, 
April 21st, 1899. 


April 24th, 1899. 


SANJIVANI, 
April 20th, 1899. 


AyD. 


HANGAVAST, 


April 22nd, 1899. 


( 284 ) 


constable, who came to ascertain whether we had got the plague. Such vigi- 
lance on the part of the police is praiseworthy. 

The detention camps at Panduah, thatched huts as they are, are not fit 
habitations for respectable people. ‘The place Panduah, too, keeps indifferent 
health in the rainy season. ‘The piace of examination should, therefore, be 
changed before the rainy season sets in. — 

18. The Bangavasi of the 22nd April has the following entitled “Second 
letter to Lord Curzon” : — 

Highminded Lord Curzon, let us cite an instance 
of police etiquette. ‘Time, please?” we once asked, addressing a constable. 
“Am I your father’s servant,” replied he with wounded dignity, “that I should 
answer your question”? ‘There are few who have not been insulted by a police 
constable some way or other. There are many to bear out this statement. 
Why the wise and civilised British Government is burning the Bengali in the 
slow fire of police oppression is seriously agitating the Bengali mind. Why, 
again, the constable whose duty it is to keep the peace has become a cause of 
disturbance is now the subject of discussion among the Indian public. 

It is notorious that the constable abuses and beats people without any 
cause, and is given to extortion. A village constable drawing eight or ten 
rupees a month is more powerful and influential than the village zamindar. A 
constable, it would scarcely be an exaggeration to say, 1s as powerful as a 
thousand elephants. Pitted against 500 villagers, a constable is sure to come 
out victorious. 

It is. the public impression that a constable, let him commit as serious 
oppression as possible, is never likely to be punished even if he is prosecuted ; 
but if a constable prosecutes enyone without any pretext, or on a slight 
pretext, he is sure to be sentenced at least to one year’s imprisonment. The 
constable is, so to say, the Government’s spoiled child; he is above law. © 

Long ago a police jamzdar thus unburthened himself to us:—“‘The very 
nature of our duties requires us to be always in a militant mood. Our heart 
becomes gradually hardened, and we fall to abusing, beating and otherwise ill- 
treating anyone who happens to incur our displeasure, without making any 
distinction of caste or position. We were not bad before we entered the police 
service. It is the police service which has made us bad. When even the Brah- 
mans and Kshatriyas among us become fiendish in behaviour and disposition, it 
is no wonder that the low-caste constables are worse than fiendish in their dealings 
with the public. Such words of abuse as sala, haramjada, &c., are not regarded 

by us as words of abuse. Our pay is small, but our power is absolute and 
unlimited. Why should we remain good and gentlemanly? Consider ita 
favour that we do not treat you worse. 

When such is the constable, just think what the daroga (the Sub-Inspector 
of Police) is like? It is no defamation to say that a daroga takes bribes. His 
bribe-taking is as notorious as the milkman’s adulterating his milk. The habit 
of taking bribes has, in fact, become ingrained in him. Lord Curzon, we beg 
your pardon. Our picture of the Police Sub-Inspector is true to the reality 
and is based upon public opinion. Let aduroga go to a village with a posse of 
constables, and the village will, so to say, tremble under their tramp. The 
daroga takes up his quarters in an outer hall, in an atchala or chandi-mandap, 
in the centre of the village. The chaukidars come, and are at once welcomed 
with an indiscriminate thrashing. They take the hint and procure goats and 
fish, milk and gi and curd. The daroga and his myrmidons are regaled with 4 
sumptuous dinner, and then the complainant and the accused try to outbid 
each other in offering bribes to the police. Many are abused and insulted 
when the daroga pays a visit to a village, and the village grocer closes his shop 


‘Second letter to Lord Curzon. 


to avoid the asking for a free supply of gram forthe dsroga’s horse. To tell the © 


truth, village people are so much in dread of the police, that in many cases 0 
theft they do not report the crime to the police-station. ‘{he daroga’s visit to 3 
village means for the complainant an expenditure of at least Rs. 25 or Rs. 30. 
For if he does not spend this sum on the entertainment of the daroga and 
men, he is sure to be harassed, and may even be prosecuted for giving f 
information to police officers. : 

Lord Curzon! We pray you to do nothing more than to find out cases 
from the official records, in which the police figured as the accused. Let list 
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howing the number of offences which the police have been 
Se Saaitiias within the last 30 years. We shall then know how 
often the police have taken bribes, how many murders they have committed, 


have they been guilty of dacoity and highway robbery, extor- 
ae ar gm Let, ey a list be prepared of the offences committed by 
the police, which have been brought to light. As for the offences committed 
by them in the dark, they are too numerous to be mentioned. Here is an 
ulaane in point: Iswar Napit of Howrah was charged with murdering his 
own daughter, and the police went the length of producing her skull. He was 
convicted and was about to be sentenced to death when his daughter appeared 
in flesh and blood and gave the lie to the story of the police. Let Lord zon 
call for the record of this case. We give only one instance of police oppression. 
There are many such instances. i 

Who does not know that the police take bribes? Ask Mr. Justice Banerji 
and Mr Justice Ghosh; ask the late Chief Justice, Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter, 
and the members of the High Court and the District Court Bar, and they will 
all testify to the corruption of the police. 

Lord Curzon! I thus complain against the police at great risk to myself. 
If the police once get an inkling of my identity, they may beat me to death, 
or may conspire to get me sentenced to imprisonment, or may charge me with 
defamation. But I do not fear, I shall consider myself sufficiently rewarded if, 
eyen at the sacrifice of my life, I can be the instrument of making the police 
what they ought to be—the keeper of the public peace; if I can remove the 
least trace of discontent from the public mind. There will be no good to the 
country so long as those police officers who are fiendishly disposed are not 
driven out of the police service. 

There are, it is true, good men in the police service, but they are few and 
far between. It is the general impression that no police officer can remain free 
from corruption. This is why the people dread the police. Save us, O Lord 
Curzon ! save us, protect us. 


19. The Prattwvasit of the 24th April writes as follows :— 

It being reported to us that the arrangements 
made for the medical examination of railway 
passengers at the Howrah Station are most inconve- 
nient and are causing the passengers very great hardship, we went to that 
place and saw what it is impossible to describe. The third and intermediate 
class passengers are all made to pass through a narrow passage. We saw at 
least three hundred people huddled together in this passage. This large crowd 
was rushing towards the platform and was being pushed back by the police. 
Passengers were pushing passengers from behind and the police were pushing 
them back from the opposite side. . We tried to pass through the passage, but 
the rush was so great that it took us ten minutes to advance two steps. The 
spectable we witnessed reminded us of the Black Hole affair. 

Is there no remedy against this evil? Are not the Railwa Company in 
duty bound to consult the covenience of the passengers? Let all the entrances 
to the platform be opened, let a ticket-collector be placed at each entrance, and 
let all the passengers be examined by the doctor on the platform, Such an 
arrangement as this will remove the inconvenience of the passengers without 
making the Railway Company incur additional expenditure. The existing 
arrangement is causing indescribable hardship to female passengers. Colonel 
Gardener is a large-hearted and sympathet'c Englishman. It is hoped that his 
attention will be soon drawn to the hardships of female passengers. The 
Indian public have been rejoiced to see him promoted to the membership of 
the Viceregal Council, and they hope that he will earn their gratitude by 


removing the inconveniences of the existing arrangements for the medical 
examination of railway passengers, : 


Plague inspection at the Howrah 
Station. 


VI.—MIsce.taneous. 
20. The Basumati of the 20th April writes as follows :— 
The Prativasi of the 17th April contains an 
article headed “The tone of the vernacular Press 


in Bengal—Government control necessary ” (Report 
on Native Papers for 22nd April, paragraph 23 ) in which the writer exposes 


The Prativasi on the vernacu- 
lar press, | 


PRATIVASI, 
April 24th, 1899. 


Ba8sv0Mati, 
April 20th, 1899, 


Rap ARRAS YH OF" “ne gee rh ; 


aie. tne —see 


ae 
. S Pee a a: Pa 
> gp Ps aa’ , oe =s"4 Se ae ate ee 25 ~ 
YS eal . ae a tees “= = = 7 a AS ae at 
- v 7 , 
im r 


ae Ax ‘ 
“ ta ; fp odes alias 
* 4 


Ny » * ae 
Pc eT * a tg oo 4 = , 
oe ~— ee & ie Se 3 > : 
Se et 
~ 


 ) 


rs a) 
- - — Ae ee RR a ae 
. ws —_—*. - 
bt 


BASUMATI, 
April 20th, 1899. 


BASUMATI. 


TRIPURA 
HITAISHI, 


April 24th, 1899. 


SAMVADVAHIKA, 
Feb. 2nd, 1899. 


SaMVADVAHIKA. 


the faults of some vernacular papers and gives, what he considers to be 
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good advice to Government. A pet child, who fails to get a ripe fruit frome the 


top branch of a tree, goes weeping to his father and peevishly compla; 
iii of the naughtiness of his elder brothers. The Prativasi has, A ada 
conducted himself like the pet child. It advises the Government to take the 
assistance of the Criminal Courts in correcting a fault of the vernacular Poon 
which that Press is quite capable of itself correcting. The imputations the 
Prativasi makes against its contemporaries may be quite correct, but the charges 
are not serious enough to justify a criminal prosecution of the papers com- 
plained against. Is not the Prativas: itself guilty of the same fault which it 
imputes to its contemporaries ? Could it have commanded even the little sale 
it now possesses, if it had not since its birth taken to abusing the Bangavasi, the 
Hitavadi and the Basumati? The Prativasi cannot see what is praiseworthy 
in those papers, but is very keen-sighted in respect of their shortcomings 
The object of the writer in finding fault with its older contemporaries evidently 
isto ingratiate himself with the Government. But the maligned papers hayo 
confidence in the Government’s good sense. If the Government, however 
is ever moved by the writings of the Prativasi to take any steps against other 
vernacular journals, the latter can only say to the Pratiwast what Newton said 
to his dog—‘“‘ Diamond, you know not what you have done.” 
21. The same paper is glad that Raja Sasisekhareswar Rai Bahadur, raised 
in the Bengal Council the other day the question 
The question of literary pen- ofthe grant of pensions to aged and distressed 
sions for Bengali writers. : ° : : 
Bengali writers of eminence. ‘The Bengalis asa 
nation will be grateful to Sir John Woodburn, if His Honour provides a bare 
livelihood for that eminent Bengali poet, Babu Hem Chandra Banerji, who has 
lost his eye-sight and is in an extremely miserable condition. 


22. The same paper expresses satisfaction that the Hon’ble Mr. Baker 
has stated in the Bengal Council that, in the case of 
The Hon'ble Mr. Baker on poor 4 native of India, “family” does not mean onl 
native clerks. ‘ ; : y 
himself, wife and children, but also good many 
destitute relatives, and that that is why a native finds it difficult to live ona 
small income. Mr. Baker instanced a native friend of his who received a pay 
of Rs. 300 a month and who had to maintain 70 dependants. Can an 
enlightened Englishman even conceive of such charity? The writer is ylad 
to have from Mr. Baker a contradiction of the statement made by Sir James 
Westland in the Supreme Council. No matter whether anything more sub- 
stantial is given to them or not, the Indians can be kept satisfied with sweet 
words alone. 


23. The Tripura Hitaishi of the 24th April writes as follows :— 
: The Prativasi has written a somewhat lengthy 
The Prativasi on the tone of gyticle on the tone of the waenasnion Daan: 
the vernacular press. 

Bengal. Our contemporary quotes at length from 
the Bangavast, the Hitavadi and the Basumati to show how scurrilous the tone 
of these papers is. We entirely agree with the Prativasi. A section of the 
vernacular Press is responsible for a sort of scurrilous and obscene literature, 
which is observable in our midst. The Fangavusi is notorious for its bad taste. 
Scurrilous literature is its pride, and obscenity is its prescriptive possession. 
It is a regret that the Hitavadi and the Basumati are vying with the Bangavast 
in bad taste and obscenity. It has become urgently necessary to change the 
tone of the vernacular Press. 


Uriya Papers. 


24. The Samvadvahika of the 2nd February approves of the revised rule In 
eonnection with insured parcels, under which 
articles, valued at Rs. 2,000, may be despatched by 
: such parcel. . 
25. The same paper has reason to believe that steps will be taken during 
WwW oe the administration of Lord Curzon to sink wells a0 
oo colle. drinking water in excavate new tanks or repair old tanks in different 


eo parts of India in order to remove the want of 
drinking-water to a considerable extent. 


Insured parcels rule. 
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aver is glad to learn that the Maharaja of Darbhanga and 
yo es sacl the Maharaja of Kasimbasar, Morshidabad, are 
The Maharajas of Darbhangs keeping up the prestige of their 7 families 
and Kasimbazar. by adopting a policy of liberality, which is 
‘rable in the present state of native society. 
Ct ey eeasnme paper draws the attention of the Cuttack District Board 
~~ and the local Educational authorities to the con- 
A school in the Cuttack district. gition of the Begunia school in that district, which 
i nt need of a boarding-house. ' 
ar The same paper looks oon the formation of the British Indian 
__ _ Fisheries Company with favour, and says that the 
The British Indian Fisheries Company will become very popular, if they can 
ee sell fish cheaper, for fish is the most important 
article of food next to rice in Bengal and Orissa. _ : ; 
29. The same paper states that the exhibition of flowers, fruits, agricul- 
| deli tural produce and works of art in Cuttack in the 
oh canes Se Conteen. month of February last proved entirely successful, 
and this was mainly due to the disinterested labours of Mr. Inglis, the 
Superintending Engineer, and Babu Gopal Ballabh Das, the Personal Assistant 
to the Commissioner of the Orissa Division. Steps should be taken to hold 
an exhibition every year and to induce zamindars, raiyats and artizans, most 
of whom remain in the interior of the Orissa Division, to interest themselves 
in the movement. 
30. The same paper notices with apprehension the death of about 15 
- men from small-pox in Cuttack, and advises the 
Health Officer to take immediate steps to stamp 
out the disease. 
31. The same paper has information from its Jajpur correspondent that 
ia railway service in Sukinda, Madhupur and Darpan 
yh re ba Orissa creat- jungles has frightened away tigers, that have been 
compelled to move towards the east side and 
commit mischief in villages, situated near.-the Grand Trunk Road. The 
writer requests the authorities to get rid of these new and unexpected pests. 
32. Referring to the unveiling of the portrait of Mr. B.N. De, the 
i‘ late Collector of Balasore, the Uriya and Navasam- 
BN peemeny 1m honour of Mr. vad of the 8th February observes that the proceed- 
ings in connection with the ceremony were 
conducted with good taste and due eclat by his successor, the present Collector, 
and that the speeches, delivered by the leading members of the Balasore 
community, present on the occasion, produced a very good impression in the 
minds of the audience. 
33. The same paper is glad to learn that Babu Harendra Narayan Rai, 
ee Zamindar of Lakshannath, in the north of the 
malarious plae. ~~ Balasore district, has established a charitable dis- 
_ pen in that place, and is of opinion that it 
will be looked upon as an inestimable boon by the locality, which is malarious. 


Small-pox in Cuttack. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bencatt TRanstator’s OFFIce, Benga translater. 


The 29th April, 1899. 


T. H. G.—Reg. No. 638C—77-—=3 5.99, 


SaMv ADVAHIKA, 
Feb. 2nd, 1899. 


SaMVADVAHIKA. 


SaMVADVAHIKA. 


SaAMVADVAHIKA. 


SaMVADVAHIEA. 


SaAMVADVAHIKA. 


URIvYa AND 
NavASAMVAD. 


Feb. 8th, 1899. 


URIYA AND 
NAvAsSAMVAD. 
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